
TRADE WASTE MANAGEMENT 
ARE WE READY FOR TOMORROW



TRADE WASTE BREACHES IN NEW ZEALAND



TRADE WASTE BREACHES/FINES - UK



LOOKING BACK

• 1861 Inspector of Nuisances 

• 1912 Pollution of Water Bill

• 1937 River Pollution Bill

• 1947 Nationwide survey

• 1953 Water Pollution Act

• 1967 Water & Soil Conservation Act

• 1972 Water resources Council formed



CURRENT STATE

• 1989 council Amalgamation

• 1991 Resource Management Act

• 1995-99 Model Tradewaste Bylaw

• 2002 Local Government Act

• 2004 Building Act

• 2005 Model Tradewaste Bylaw

• 2021 Water Services Act
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WHAT'S NEXT - 
WASTEWATER 
STANDARDS

• Wastewater standards to 

be introduced to improve 

environmental 

performance

• Driven by large volume of 

resource consents due for 

renewal

• Standards to be in place 1 

July 2025



TRADE WASTE BYLAWS

• Out the 67 councils:
• 64 councils have a bylaw with trade 

waste provisions
• 3 have no bylaw
• 27 bylaws are due to be reviewed 

within 2-years
• 24 are due to be reviewed in 2-4 years
• 13 are due to be reviewed 4+ years

• 30 bylaws provide for Trade waste 
agreements
• Approx. 6000 agreements 

• All but one council charges via 
contaminants, the exception is by volume 
only
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TRADE WASTE PERMITS, CONSENTS AND 
AGREEMENTS

Permits 
1. Deemed permit 
approach

2. Conforms to set 
criteria 

3. Actual Physical permit

Consents
1. Conditional consents

2. Controlled consents

Agreements
1. Individualised consent 
2. Permit to discharge

Fees
1. Application fee, 
renewal fees, annual fee, 
audit fees

2. Volumetric, load and 
content fees on the 
discharge



AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR CHANGE – 
MAKING A PLAN 

• Trade waste Plan

• Trade waste Permits

Trade Waste bylaws



SUCCESS FACTORS FOR TRADE WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Relationship and collaboration

Strong partnerships between wastewater 
network operators across regions

Regulatory authorities

Business and industry groups

Adequate resources 

Sufficient financial investment for 
infrastructure

Trained, passionate and experienced 
personnel

Transparency and Fairness

Clear and consistent Trade Waste Plan that is 
easily understood by customers and 
wastewater network operators

Fair, and equitable enforcement of regulations 



Questions
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